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Color Sorting

In addition to sorting for grades or selecting specific widths, various species are commercially sold at an added value
when colour is also considered. It is important to note, color in this explanation refers to sapwood and heartwood.

NUMBER 1 AND 2 WHITE

A color selection typically made on hard maple, but can be applied to any species where sapwood clear cuttings are
desired, such as ash, birch, and soft maple.

Number 1 white: both faces and edges of the clear cuttings must be all sapwood.

Number 2 white: one face and both edges of the clear cuttings must be sapwood and not less than 50% sapwood on
the reverse face.

SAP AND BETTER

Commercially sold when only one face of the board needs to be sapwood. Usually applied to the same species as
Number 1 and 2 White, although just a little less stringent. In Sap and Better every board should have a minimum of
one sapwood face in the clear cuttings.



